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Okay.  I’d like to begin by saying that it is a privilege, a joy and an honor that the God of Israel has given me to be able to be here with you at this Shavuot conference.  Shavuot is one of the three pilgrimage festivals wherein all Israel is commanded to celebrate and to keep.  Biblically you are to go to Jerusalem to keep this festival but because we’re living in exile it’s challenging for us to go all the way to Jerusalem to keep the festival so we gather where we are at.  That’s the purpose of this conference.  So I’d like to thank Monte and Lion & Lamb Ministries for inviting me and allowing me to be one of the speakers here at the conference and ultimately we’re here not only to celebrate the festival but to learn and understand what the festival is all about so we can apply it to our lives. I would like to now also have a word of prayer.  Eddie prays.  

If you look at your conference sheet I have entitled for this message Shavuot – A Change of Heart.  To really understand the difference between the event at Mount Sinai when the children of Israel came out of Egypt and the New Covenant or the renewed covenant of Acts in chapter 2 – one of the purposes of Acts chapter 2, the renewed covenant is the God of Israel needed to change the hearts of His people if they were going to live their lives for Him in a way that was well pleasing unto Him.  Because we have not understood this, we have interpreted Acts in chapter 2 to be an alternative, a substitute or a replacement of Mount Sinai and the events that happened at Mount Sinai.  So what I’m going to be sharing with you in this message is the perspective of our walk in the Messiah and how on this journey that we are called to come out of Egypt, which is the world and the world system.  Our destination is the Promised Land and in a specific place in the Promised Land and that place is Jerusalem.  In order to come out of Egypt to go to Jerusalem, your journey to get there was physically exemplified by the children of Israel when they physically came out of Egypt.  The journey from Egypt to the Promised Land and a specific place in the Promised Land – that being Jerusalem – that spiritual journey took the people of the God of Israel to Mount Sinai.  When you get to Jerusalem, you come to Mount Zion and the place where Messiah marries His bride is in Jerusalem.  The place where He betroths Himself to His bride is Mount Sinai.  

So in sharing with you that one of the themes of Shavuot is a change of heart; it’s in the context of – we’re called to come out of Egypt - the type of the world and the world system – to go to Jerusalem.  So that journey I have entitled The Journey of the Bride.  
Back when I began being asked to publically come and share about our Messianic faith, about the Hebrew Roots of our faith, which for me formally began around 1997, I had no thought or comprehension that the audience that I would be speaking to would ever think the thought of denying Yeshua being the Messiah, denying that He is Yahweh manifested in the flesh or denying the inspiration of the New Testament.  But over the past ten years I have seen within the Hebrew Roots movement those exact same things happening.  It’s incomprehensible to me.  And it saddens my heart deeply.  

The only explanation I have for it is that the people who are hearing and receiving this message who do that only have an intellectual head knowledge that they are pursuing of the God of Israel in the scriptures.  They do not have a personal relationship with Yeshua as the Messiah because if you really did have a personal relationship with Him, woe be unto you that after you received Him in your heart and your life that you end up denying Him, denying that He’s the Messiah and denying that He is Yahweh manifested in the flesh.  So it’s possible to study this book, the bible, and acquire head knowledge about the God of Israel and learn about Him.  It’s a different thing to know Him in your heart and have a personal relationship with Him.  So, ultimately the purpose and what should be the purpose of Hebrew Roots, of Messianic faith, of coming to Torah and understanding the festivals and celebrating the festivals, it should be for the purpose of drawing you closer in your relationship to the Messiah so that you can bear greater fruit for Him and His kingdom.
In John chapter 14 and verse 15 Yeshua said:

15
If you love me, keep my commandments.
Well, many of us don’t realize that when Yeshua said – if you love me, keep my commandments – He was making an allusion to Exodus chapter 20, which is the chapter on the giving of the Ten Commandments.  And the One who brought the children of Israel out of Egypt and gave the Ten Commandments, who many of us don’t realize was the Messiah Himself and I’m going to be giving you a separate message on that later on in the conference but in Exodus chapter 20 and verse 6 – the One who brought the children of Israel out of Egypt, the one who is giving the Ten Commandments says the following:

6
I show mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.

The very first place in the bible where you find the phrase “love me and keep my commandments” is at Mount Sinai.  So when Yeshua said – if you love me, keep my commandments – what are the commandments that He’s referring to?  He’s referring to the Torah.  So that’s the first thing you need to understand.  If you love Yeshua, you will follow the Torah.  And He called the commandments His commandments.  So the next thing you need to realize is He is the Law giver.  So if you seek to follow the Torah but deny Yeshua, you’re not following the Torah.  You’re following man made religion but you’re not following Yeshua if you seek to follow Torah but deny Him or don’t understand that He is the Law giver.  

So, if you love me, keep my commandments.  Then in John chapter 14 and verse 17, Yeshua said that He’s going to give His followers the Holy Spirit who is the Spirit of Truth.  The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth according to John chapter 14 and verse 17.  If the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth, what is truth?  Well, if we go to Psalm 119 and verse 142, it says: 

142
Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and your Torah is the truth.

The Torah is truth.  Psalm 119 verse 151 says;

151
You are near, O Lord, and all your commandments are truth.

If the Holy Spirit is the spirit of truth and the truth is the Torah or the commandments - then truly following the Holy Spirit means you will follow Torah.  And the Holy Spirit will point you to the Torah.  It says in John 14 and verse 17 regarding the Holy Spirit:

17
Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it sees Him not, 
neither knows Him: but you know Him; for the Holy Spirit dwells with you, and 
shall be in you.

The Holy Spirit dwells with you and shall be in you.  He is speaking these words as He is going to be telling His disciples to tarry in Jerusalem until you be imbued with power on high.  Because He is speaking these words to His disciples before He ultimately dies on the tree.  After He dies on the tree which happened at Passover season, He instructed His disciples to wait in Jerusalem and be imbued in power.  That’s Acts chapter 2 and when is that day?  It was the day of Pentecost when they were imbued with power.  So the Holy Spirit is to dwell within you and shall be in you.  In Ezekiel chapter 36 verse 26 and 27 it says:
26
A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: 
He’s going to give us a new heart and a new spirit.  That’s what Acts chapter 2 is all about.  It’s about giving us a new heart and a new spirit.

26
…I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of 
flesh.
27
I will put my spirit within you

In Ezekiel 36 verse 27, what happens when the Holy Spirit is put within us?  This will be the result.

27
I will cause you to walk in my statutes, and you shall keep my judgments and do 
them.

The purpose of the Holy Spirit dwelling within us is to cause us and give us the desire in the will in the ability to want to follow and keep the commandments – which if you follow and keep the commandments you love Yeshua.  The purpose of the indwelling Holy Spirit is so that you can love Yeshua in spirit and in truth.  The way in which you do that is to keep His commandments.  

Then in John 14 verse 21 Yeshua said:

14
He that has my commandments and keeps them,

Which we now understand means to follow Torah.

14
….he that keeps my commandments is he that loves me and he that loves me shall 
be loved of my Father.  I will love him and I will manifest myself to him.

Do you want Yeshua to manifest Himself to you? Then keep His word.  Believe His word and believe His word as you live your life and He will prove His word to you.  So therefore, if you want Yeshua to manifest Himself to you, you need to follow Torah.  But what if you seek to follow Torah and your conclusion in seeking to follow Torah, you start listening to the rabbi’s or you get on the Jews for Judaism websites and because you don’t know the scriptures well enough and because you don’t have a personal relationship with Yeshua; that you are what Ephesians 4 talks about.  You can be tossed to and fro with every wind of doctrine.  They could show you a little bit of Hebrew and say – see there.  Christians don’t know Hebrew.  They twist the scriptures and they can give you arguments that Yeshua is not the Messiah so you decide to follow Torah but in doing so you decide that Yeshua is not the Messiah.  Guess what!  You’re not following Torah and you don’t have a personal relationship with your creator and you’ll never know Yeshua because you are cutting yourself off from Him manifesting Himself to you.  

So in John chapter 14 verse 22, Judah says to Him: 

22
Judas said unto Him, Yeshua, how is it that you will manifest Yourself to us but not 
the world?

How is it that we will know you but the world won’t know you?  How does that happen?  What is that process?  

23
Yeshua answered and said to him, “If a man will love me, he will keep my words:

Which means the man keeps His commandments which means he follows Torah.

23
….and My Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and we will make our 
abode with him.

Do you want Yeshua to make His abode with you?  Keep His word.  Keep His commandments.  Follow Torah and make His word and the principles of His word real in your life so that His word is proven to you in you living your life.  You’re not believing in doing something but His word is real to you so that if someone comes and tries to convince you that Yeshua is not the Messiah, you were so rock solid in your faith; you know that His word is true because you chose to believe it and you saw in your life as you were living your life that what He said came to pass in your life as you proved His word and as you tried His word in your life.  So now it’s real to you and you have a personal relationship with him.  So in order to have that personal relationship with Him, you need to know who He is.  You know you can’t have a personal relationship with someone unless you know Him?  

Many people make a decision to accept Yeshua as the Messiah which if you listened to Rico’s message last night, in truth when you do that you are entering into a marriage with Yeshua as the Messiah.  You are entering into betrothal with Him which means once you decide to accept Him in your heart and your life that you are legally married to Him.  You are a part of His family.  But you are not physically dwelling with Him.  He promised that He physically would be with you and dwell with you in full manifestation at a later time - first in part during the Messianic era.  He will come and return and He will physically live on the earth and physically live and be with His bride which even that is only a type and a shadow of the ultimate dwelling with His people and that takes place in the New Jerusalem.  So accepting Yeshua in your heart and your life is a betrothal where in the fullness of time you are forever in His presence with Him for eternity in the New Jerusalem.  
Well what if you decide to receive Him as the Messiah and from “courting with Him” meaning you hear about Yeshua, like coming to church, you learn about Yeshua by reading your bible, reading His words and you decide that you want a personal relationship with Him but in doing that you don’t know Him well enough to know that He’s the lawgiver.  You don’t know Him well enough to know that keeping His commandments and loving Him means that you follow Torah.  It means that you don’t know Him well enough to know that He created the heavens and the earth.  You don’t know Him well enough to know that it was Him that brought the children of Israel out of Egypt.  You don’t know Him well enough to know that He was the cloudy pillar that was with the children of Israel.  How can you have a personal relationship with somebody that you don’t even know their essence of who they are?  

The first thing you need to realize if you’re going to have a personal relationship with Yeshua is that He is the creator of the heavens and the earth.  John chapter 1 and verse 3 – 

3
All things were made by Him and without Him was not anything made that was 
made.  All things were made by Him and without Him was not anything made that 
was made.

In Colossians chapter 1 and verse 15 it says:
15
Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:

16
For by Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible 
and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: 
all things were created by him, and for him:

All things were created by Yeshua and for Yeshua.  Yeshua created the heavens and the earth. Yeshua is the one that brought His people out of Egypt.  I Corinthians chapter 10 verses 1 to 4:

1
Moreover, brethren, I would not that you should be ignorant, how that all our 
fathers were under the cloud and they all passed through the sea;

2
they were all immersed under Moses in the cloud and in the sea;

3
they did all eat the same spiritual meat;

4
they did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock 
that followed them:

The children of Israel drank of the spiritual Rock that followed them and:

4
…that Rock was Messiah.

A lot of us when we are seeking to follow the Torah and we go to services each week and we read our Torah portion each week and we’re reading in there that God did this and the Lord God did that – do you know what most of us do when we write in our minds?  God the Father.  And when you are reading and thinking it was God the Father speaking, especially when you are focusing on Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy, all of a sudden your mind is not concentrating on Yeshua so much.  Because now you’re not reading Matthew, Mark, Luke and John like you heard a lot when you went to church.  Now you’re in Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.  And you’re thinking God the Father so all of a sudden your mindset isn’t on Yeshua like it should be.  Unless, you know your New Testament enough to know that Yeshua is the one that created the heavens and the earth.  

Yeshua said in John chapter 5 in verses 46 and 47:
46
For had you believed Moses,

meaning believing Torah,

46
…you would believe Me: for Moses (or the Torah) wrote of Me.

Moses or the Torah is written about Yeshua.  Why?  Because the One that created the heavens and the earth is Yeshua.  Because the One that is speaking to Abraham, the One that is speaking to Moses is Yeshua.  Because here’s what Yeshua says about the Father in John chapter 5 verse 37:
37
The Father Himself which sends Me has borne witness of Me.  You have never heard 
His voice at any time nor seen His shape.

You’ve never heard the voice of the Father at any time nor seen His shape.  Well then, who is the one then speaking to Abraham?  Who is the one then that is speaking to Moses?  It is Yeshua the Messiah.  In Galatians in chapter 3 and verse 16, it is a quote from Genesis 17:7.  Galatians chapter 3 and verse 16 says:
16
Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made,

referring to Genesis chapter 17 verse 7 and there in Genesis chapter 17 and verse 7, it doesn’t say seeds meaning many but as to one: and to your seed, which is Messiah.  The promise was made to Abraham and to the seed – the Messiah.  In verse 29 of Galatians 3:

29
If you are Messiah’s then are you Abraham’s seed and you are an heir according to 
the promise.

We are told that it was Yeshua that made covenant with Abraham.  So when you are reading  about the covenant made with Abraham and you’re reading God and the Lord God understand it’s Yeshua.  So in making the covenant in Genesis chapter 15 and verse 17 it says:

17
It came to pass that, when the sun went down, it was dark, behold a smoking 
furnace, and a burning lamp passed between those pieces.

The One that is making the covenant with Abraham when he is making the covenant is described as a smoking furnace.  The One who is making the covenant with Abraham is described as a smoking furnace.  

Now, let’s understand what happens at Mount Sinai.  In Exodus 19 verse 18 it says:

18
And Mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the Lord descended upon it in 
fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole 
mount quaked greatly.

Mount Sinai resembled a smoking furnace when the Almighty’s presence was there.  That smoking furnace is the one that made covenant with Abraham.  And the One who made a covenant with Abraham as Paul wrote in Galatians 3:16 is Yeshua the Messiah.  It says in James chapter 4 and verse 12:
12
There is one lawgiver, who is able to save
The One that is able to save – who is the One that is able to save?  Yeshua!  The One that is able to save is the Lawgiver.  Therefore you need to realize that when you’re studying Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy and the Lord God is all the time speaking to Moses and giving instruction, the one that is giving that instruction is Yeshua the Messiah.  So following Yeshua means you’re following Torah and following Torah means you’re following Yeshua.  

Shavuot is the celebration of receiving the Torah from the Lawgiver.  It’s the celebration of Yeshua giving the Torah to you at Mount Sinai.  But that covenant was broken and so He renewed the covenant.  That’s Acts chapter 2.  He renews the covenant by putting His spirit within us.  So, because we have incorrectly viewed the New Covenant, incorrectly viewed Acts chapter 2 thinking it was an alternative to Mount Sinai and we had to choose between Yeshua and the Holy Spirit versus keeping the law.  That’s what we were told to do was to choose between the two.  And of course, we’re going to choose Yeshua and the Holy Spirit over keeping the Law.  However, those who are presenting that choice to you are presenting an invalid choice because following Yeshua and the Holy Spirit is following Torah.  It’s all one and the same thing.  So if you don’t know that then the enemy has to come and tell you it’s a choice you have to make.  The choice you make is following Yeshua, following Torah and following the Holy Spirit because it’s all one and the same because the Torah is the word of God.  Following Yeshua is following His word.  

So we have incorrectly thought that the problem was the Law.  Since the problem was the law, we had to have a solution to the law which was the problem – at least that’s how we were taught.  The solution to the problem was Yeshua dying on the tree and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  We thought the problem was the Law.  But if you really understand what Shavuot is about the problem isn’t the Law or the One who gave the Law.  The problem is the receivers of the Law.  The problem is you and I and what specifically is the problem with you and me?  Our hearts!  We are rebellious toward being obedient to the God of Israel and we are rebellious toward His Torah.  
Now, when you are rebellious toward His Torah – when you commit that rebellious act – you know what the bible calls a rebellious act against the Torah?  Sin!  It says in I John chapter 3 and verse 4 that sin is the transgression of the law.  So you never sin unless you transgress the law.  Didn’t Yeshua come to forgive us of our sins?  He came to forgive us of transgressing the law because in forgiving us He wants us to improve by not sinning.  So if you don’t sin then you follow the law.  The book of Hebrews tells us in Hebrews 8 verse 7 that:
7
For if that first covenant had been faultless

The word covenant is in italics which means it’s not in the text.  So it says:

7
For if that first had been faultless

Or first means that which was the original.  So what was the original at Mount Sinai?  So if Mount Sinai had been faultless – meaning the Torah that was given at Mount Sinai – 

7
then should no place have been sought for the second.

Well, what was the second?  The renewing but what happened at Mount Sinai?  Then it says:

8
For finding fault with them,

It doesn’t say for finding fault with the Torah.  It didn’t say with finding fault with Mount Sinai.  

8
For finding fault with them,

So, it says:

8
….BEHOLD, THE DAYS COME, SAITH THE LORD, WHEN I WILL MAKE A 
NEW COVENANT WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND THE HOUSE OF 
JUDAH:

So the problem wasn’t with the Torah.  The problem wasn’t with the one who gave the Torah.  The problem was with them.  Now when the Torah was given at Mount Sinai, upon it being given the children of Israel ended up worshipping the golden calf.  They broke it that quickly.  And as a result of breaking the covenant through the worship of the golden calf, the God of Israel said – who’s on My side?  And the Levites came.  So the Levites – because of being enraged about the sin of the golden calf – the priesthood was bestowed on them.  Being priests unto the God of Israel – they administered the priesthood by offering bulls and goats.  However, when Yeshua died on the tree, He offered His own blood.  So by breaking the covenant at Mount Sinai, the Levitical priesthood who administered on behalf of that covenant – they ministered on behalf of and there was a sacrificing of bulls and goats.  So that’s why the renewed covenant which is Mount Zion – the heavenly Jerusalem, Yeshua shed blood that His blood is better than the blood of bulls and goats.  So it’s a better covenant based upon better promises.  The Torah that’s associated with Mount Zion, the renewing of the covenant is better.  Why?  Because the heart is better!  Because the original had a stony heart and the renewed covenant - it has the indwelling Holy Spirit which empowers us to overcome the flesh.  We still struggle with the flesh but now we’ve been given the power through the Holy Spirit to say no to the flesh.  And that’s better.  So the renewed covenant is Mount Zion corresponding to Jerusalem.  And the original covenant is Mount Sinai and because the receivers had a stony heart, that stony heart is associated with the flesh and the flesh is associated with Hagar.  And that’s the analogy that Paul was trying to show in Galatians.  

The difference between a stony heart, Hagar and the renewed covenant with the Holy Spirit dwelling in you - which is the heavenly Jerusalem - which is free.  
Now Hagar the flesh is bondage.  Because we have not understood what Shavuot was all about we have interpreted Paul saying Mount Sinai is Hagar – we associated with Mount Sinai being something that was bad and Paul was trying to get us to choose between Mount Sinai and Yeshua or Mount Sinai and following the Holy Spirit.  It’s because we do not understand the words that we’re reading so we misinterpret the words that we’re reading.  Now His words are true because Paul’s a Torah scholar and he’s teaching you Torah.  But if you yourself don’t understand Torah then how are you going to understand Yeshua’s words?  And how are you going to understand Paul’s words.  You see, the Torah requires circumcision.  In Genesis in chapter 17 verse 11 these words are said to Abraham:
11
And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin and it shall be a token of the 
covenant between Me and you.
12
He that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in your 
generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, 
which is not of thy seed.

13
He that is born in your house, and he that is bought with money, must be 
circumcised: and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant.

See the Torah requires physical circumcision.  But let’s see what else the Torah requires.  It is found in Deuteronomy in chapter 10 beginning in verse 12:

12
And now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy God require of you, but to fear the Lord 
your God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul.

13
And to keep the commandments of the Lord

What does He require?  He requires you to love the Lord and to keep His commandments and then verse 16:

16
Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart and be no more stiffnecked.

The Torah requires a circumcised heart.  The Torah also requires you to be circumcised in the flesh.  It requires both but if you study the Torah or the commandments – while if you break any of the commandments you’ve broken them all and if you break any of the commandments you’ve sinned even though if you break any of the commandments you’ve sinned, not all the commandments that you could break have an equal weight.  Some commandments are weightier than others.  Once you realize that not commandments have an equal weight that some have a greater weight than other commandments, like for example – one of the Ten Commandments is honor your father and your mother.  Another one of the commandments is you’re not to remove eggs out of a bird nest.  Okay.  
What if every time that you mow your grass and you come to a pine tree or a tree in your yard and there is a bird with a nest there.  You leave it alone one hundred percent of the time but you curse your parents every day to their face.  Now in one regard you’re keeping the commandments but in another regard you’re not keeping the commandments.  But let’s say every day of your life you blessed your parents.  You served your parents.  You did everything that you could do to be a blessing to them – everything that you could think possible.  Any help they need you help your parents.  But every now and then you harm the bird’s nest.  Now of the two sins it’s better that you harm the bird’s nest and do well to your parents.  But ideally you want to do both.  So some commandments are weightier than other commandments.  
So of the two commandments to be circumcised of the flesh or to be circumcised of the heart which one is more important than the other?  It’s to be circumcised of the heart.  And that is the debate of Acts chapter 15 – what does He require first – to be circumcised in your heart or to be circumcised in your flesh?  

Now, the example that Paul showed with Abraham is Abraham first was circumcised in the heart which means he obeyed Yahweh.  When Abraham was told – get out of your land and to leave Babylon and go to the Promised Land – he was being obedient to Yahweh.  Why?  It was because his heart was after Yahweh.  So he was made righteous because he showed his heart was right toward Yahweh.  But after he showed a circumcised heart then Yahweh said – but you also have to be circumcised in the flesh.  So our Torah example is that while both are required that the order of importance is being circumcised in the flesh than being circumcised in the heart.  And so the renewed covenant is all about being circumcised in the heart - having a change of heart. 

Now realizing then that Yeshua is the one that created the heavens and the earth – John chapter 1 verse 3, Colossians chapter 1 verses 15 and 16, if you study Torah, you will understand as it says in John chapter 1 and verse 3.  All things were created by Him and for Him.  That’s actually Colossians chapter 1 and verse 16 – all things were created by Yeshua and for Yeshua.  And John chapter 1 and verse 3 says:

3
All things were made by Him; and without Him was not any thing made that was 
made.

So if all things were made for Yeshua – all things were made for the things that are associated with Yeshua and Yeshua desires to have a people who He is in covenant with and who would be His bride.  Therefore, if Yeshua created all things and all things were made by Him and for Him that if Yeshua is going to have a bride – the purpose of creation – creating the heavens and the earth is for Yeshua to have that bride.  And until He has that bride, the fullness of the purpose of creation is not realized.  So the purpose of creation is not yet realized until we have the new heavens and the new earth.  Therefore creation was not completed until we had the events that made it possible for Yeshua to have a bride.  So He had to be in covenant with the people.  That was initiated with Abraham.  Then He also in being in covenant relationship with His people gives the Torah to His covenant people at Mount Sinai.  At Mount Sinai then there was a marriage that took place and we’re told that in Jeremiah chapter 2 verse 2:
 2
Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus says the Lord; I remember you, 
the kindness of your youth, the love of your espousal (or betrothal), when you went 
after Me in the wilderness, in a land that was not sown.
Now if we read Ezekiel in chapter 16 verses 1 through 14 - the relationship that the God of Israel, the relationship that Yeshua the Messiah has with His people Israel through the covenant He made with Abraham, we’re told in Ezekiel 16 verses 1 through 14 is likened unto a marriage.  Therefore creation and the purpose of creation was not complete or it didn’t begin to have its completion until we had the events at Mount Sinai.  But even at that, that’s not a full completion because that’s not complete until we ultimately have in the fullness of time the Messianic Era in the New Jerusalem.

Now, the Messianic era is a time of peace on the earth.  And it is analogous to the weekly Sabbath.  The weekly Sabbath is a rehearsal of Messianic times because you work for six days and then you have Sabbath.  So the six days of work parallels the six days of creation which parallels six thousand years of time until we get to the Messianic times.  Then that weekly Sabbath is a picture of Messianic times and Messianic times is even a picture of the New Jerusalem.  So the purpose of creation is so that the Messiah would be in covenant relationship with a people who are named Israel and they would be His bride.  That’s why the heavens and the earth were created.  And that doesn’t begin to be realized until we get to Mount Sinai.  That is why when you follow the Torah; the following of the Torah is a proclamation of your belief and the following of the Sabbath is a proclamation of your belief that Yeshua is the Messiah.  That He created the heavens and the earth and your belief in the Messianic Era and the New Jerusalem.

So in Exodus chapter 31 and verse 12, we see how Sabbath is linked to creation.

12
And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,
13
Speak to the children of Israel saying, Verily My Sabbaths you shall keep: for it is a 
sign between Me and you throughout your generations; that you may know that I 
am the Lord that does sanctify you.

14
You shall keep the Sabbath therefore; for it is holy to you: every one that defiles it 
shall be put to death…..

15
Six days may work be done, but in the seventh is the Sabbath of rest, holy to the 
Lord: who ever does any work on the Sabbath, he shall be put to death.

16
Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath 
throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant.

17
It is a sign between Me and the children of Israel for ever:

Why are we to keep the Sabbath?

17
…. for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day He 
rested and was refreshed.

You are to keep the Sabbath because of creation and because of the One who created.  That’s Yeshua the Messiah.  Now, the Sabbath is also a remembrance of the historical Egyptian redemption.  Deuteronomy chapter 5 and verse 15:

15
And remember that you were a servant in the land of Egypt and that the Lord your 
God brought you out
Who is the Lord your God who brought them out?  I Corinthian 10 verses 1 through 4 – it was Yeshua.

15
And remember that you were a servant in the land of Egypt and that the Lord your 
God brought you out from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm: 
therefore the Lord your God commanded you to keep the Sabbath day.

Why am I keeping the Sabbath?  It is because of the Egyptian redemption.  But why am I keeping the Sabbath?  It is because the Lord God created the heavens and the earth.  The Sabbath is linked with the creation of the heavens and the earth.  The Sabbath is linked with the historical Egyptian redemption.  But the creation of the heavens and the earth is linked to the creator having a people He would be in covenant relationship with which is His bride.  And He purchased that bride by bringing her out of Egypt.  He wants His bride to have a relationship with Him and He wants His bride to have the best that life could give her.  
What’s the one Hebrew word that is the best of life that you could have?  Well, how about shalom.  Why do we always say shalom, shalom?  We say it because it means you’re whole, you’re complete and you’re lacking nothing.  You’re in a state of shalom.  Things around you are well.  You are in a state of shalom.  So my greatest prayer for you is that you have shalom.  But spiritually if you have shalom where do you need to go to get that shalom?  Where is shalom?  Well, it’s the meaning of Jerusalem.  Jeru shaleim which means Jerusalem or jeru shalom is the root.  Jeru means the Lord sees.  Shalom means peace.  Jerusalem means The Lord Sees Peace.  So the conclusion of your relationship, the conclusion of your journey is that you have a personal relationship with the Messiah which brings you to shalom.  And the only way that you can get to shalom is – you have to get to Jerusalem.  So the purpose of bringing you out of Egypt is to get to shalom to get to Jerusalem.  Deuteronomy in chapter 6 and verses 22 and 23 it says:
22
And the Lord showed signs and wonders, great and sore, upon Egypt, upon 
Pharaoh, and upon all his household before our eyes:

23
And He brought us out from there (that is Egypt), that He might bring us in (that is 
the Promised Land), to give us the land which He swore to our fathers.

But you know the promise wasn’t just a land.  It was a promise of a specific place in the land.  And that specific place in the land is Jerusalem.  You know the children of Israel did not complete their journey out of Egypt until they got to Jerusalem.  Well, who brought them to Jerusalem and united them as a people in Jerusalem?  David!  When you study the Torah is it on your mind that the purpose of coming out of Egypt was that King David would reign and rule over the children of Israel from Jerusalem.  Do we think in that way?  But that is the real purpose.  That is the real purpose.  Now King David is a picture of the Messiah.  So the real reason of bringing you out of Egypt – the type of the world and the world system – the real reason for doing that is so the Messiah can rule over a united Israel.  They would be living in peace with Him.  What’s that?  That’s the Messianic Era.  What’s that?  That’s the New Jerusalem.  So therefore, if I’m going to describe to you the end of the redemption process of coming out of Egypt, I have to point you to Messiah in Jerusalem, Messiah and having peace with Him, Messiah in the New Jerusalem and I have to point you to what the term is called for Messianic times and for New Jerusalem which is called Mount Zion.  It’s called Mount Zion.  
Now, because we don’t understand that journey, that’s what I call the journey of the bride, the title of the message, “The Journey of the Bride.”  It is to be redeemed out of Egypt and to go to Jerusalem.  If you’re studying the Torah, the Torah tells you what your path is going to encompass in going there.  It tells you – the Torah teaches you that in that journey that Yeshua the Messiah is going to be revealed to you in a powerful way while you are living in bondage.  That’s Egypt.  And the signs and wonders and miracles is the Messiah revealing Himself to you in a powerful way and in such a way you’ll want Him to be a part of your life.  That requires putting the blood of the Lamb on the doorposts.  
Because we don’t understand the journey, Christianity leaves it there.  They say the goal of the journey is to put the blood of the Lamb on the doorposts.  Once they get someone to put the blood of the Lamb on the doorposts, they want to go find someone else who will put the blood of the Lamb on the doorposts.  Let me tell you, putting the blood of the Lamb on the doorposts is good.  You know why?  It saves you from the plagues of Egypt.  It’s good.  

Now, spiritually when you put the blood of the Lamb on the doorposts do you know what you’ve produced?  A child!  You know children are good.  The bible says children are the heritage of the Lord.  So having children is good.  So the church emphasizes having children.  But you know if you have fifty children you may not be able to take care of them that well.  So, it’s good to have children but what if you don’t take care of your children?   What if you don’t teach them and train them?  What if you don’t share with them the experiences of life that you learned as you became an adult?  Even in adulthood you learn about life.  You know more about life when you are in your forties and fifties than in your twenties and you learn more about life when you are in your seventies and eighties than when you’re in your forties and fifties.  So that experience of life we are to teach to our children.  Either parents or even grandparents get to teach these experiences of life to our children.  
Learning and understanding those experiences and training your children to go on the right path, that is discipleship.  That’s what Torah is about.  That’s what Mount Sinai is about.  Once you come out of Egypt and put the blood of the Lamb on the doorposts, where do we go from there?  How do I live my life?  How do I develop that relationship with my creator who brought me out of Egypt whom I’m courting and who I want to have a relationship with?  What can I expect out of that relationship?  The Torah is going to teach you what you can expect out of the relationship.  Do you know what you can expect out of the relationship?  He will take you through the wilderness.  How do I know that?  I know that because if you study Torah, you’re going to study about a wilderness journey.  You’re going to study a wilderness experience.  He’s going to take you to a place that you will feel that He’s abandoned you.  How do I know that?  I know that because that’s what you learn by following and studying Torah.  

The children of Israel thought they were abandoned after they were redeemed out of Egypt, after they put the blood of the Lamb on the doorposts.  But if I study Torah and I learn that on the way of taking me to shalom, (that’s Jerusalem), on the way of taking me to shalom He takes me through the wilderness.  He takes me through trials and tribulations.  How many of you know that to the logical natural mind of the flesh your journey to shalom to get to shalom is through trials and tribulations.  Your flesh doesn’t understand that.  Your flesh wants to run away from that.  So what did the flesh of the children of Israel do?  They wanted to go back to Egypt because it was comfortable for them in Egypt.  Do you know why?  They were slaves and they didn’t have to think.  They just did what they were told and as long as they did their work for most of the time there they got fed.  Socialism is good when you’re in Egypt you love socialism.  The state has to take care of me.  So I’m going to elect the politician that promises me the most.  I like Egypt.  
So you come out of Egypt and the path is trials and tribulations.  If you are not seeking and if that personal relationship isn’t real, your head will abandon the journey.  Your flesh will abandon the journey.  It will say – where’s He at?  He’s abandoning me.  I thought this was going to be wonderful.  You know, all lovey, dovey to begin with and now look at all the trials and tribulations and it seems like I prayed and He healed me at the beginning.  Now I pray and why am I not getting healed now.  So you have to struggle and wrestle.  But if you really study Torah, this is the reason why all that is happening – Deuteronomy in chapter 8 and verses 2 and 3.

2
And you shall remember all the way which the Lord thy God led you these forty 
years in the wilderness,

This is why He is leading you in the wilderness.

 2
…to humble you,
What’s He humbling?  The flesh!  

2
….to humble you, and to prove you, to know what was in your heart,
What’s the real reason why you put that blood on the doorposts?  Was this a commitment that you were committed to or did you like it because it got you out of trouble and you thought this was easy street?  Are you in it for the long haul?  Whether you understand the journey or not, whether you understand what Yeshua is doing in your life or not or what is in your heart?  Are you going to stick with Him?  Whether you would keep His commandments or not?  
3
He humbled you, and suffered you to hunger, and fed you with manna

Do you know what another way of understanding that is?  He fed you with manna.  In other words, He took care of you supernaturally.  So the reason why He takes you in the wilderness is so that He could more greatly and deeply develop the relationship.  The relationship is developed through trials and tribulations because that’s when you learn whether the other side is really committed and whether you can trust them.  
You know, when you’re married and you’re married to your spouse and when you are challenged in your marriage because of trials and tribulations in your life and the challenges are so great that you get to see whether the vows that you said when you said I do – whether that other person is going to walk through the fires with you.  Whether they are going to fight the battles with you and you know what?  One of the greatest things that women value in a relationship the most is trust.  Can I trust my spouse?  Relationships are all about a test of trust.  You know what?  If you go through trials and tribulations and you stand there with her and she starts to develop the trust in you greater and greater and deeper and deeper.  She can trust you more in the relationship than when she said I do and she can put more of her heart into it because she can trust you more.  But when you do things in the relationship that she questions your trust – you’re going to have problems.  The relationship is going to be rocky.  So how do we cause that trust to be greater?  How do we make it stronger in the marriage than when you said I do?  When things are – you know, you’re not really living life.  You’re going to the fireworks show.  Well, when you have trials and tribulations and you stand with each other and you hold her hand and she didn’t know whether we could make it or not through this trial and tribulation.  But you held her hand and you didn’t forsake her and you showed that you were faithful.  Then that trial and tribulation ultimately had the purpose of making your relationship stronger so that when the next storm comes it’s going to take more than a little small wind to uproot the relationship because it’s getting stronger.  It’s getting rooted.  It’s getting deep.  

So, the same way with the God of Israel.  He wants to have a deeper relationship with us.  He’s going to have to allow and permit trials and tribulations to come into our lives because He wants to prove Himself to us so that we are strong and He wants to show us that He will feed us with manna in the wilderness.  He ultimately then wants to take you to Jerusalem because if we read Proverbs in chapter 3; we see where the Torah takes us.  Proverbs chapter 3 verse 17:
17
Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.

Well, we might say this – the destination of all the paths of Torah.  If you continued to drive to the road and get to your journey and you don’t get off the road as you’re driving.  The ultimate destination of the road when you walk Torah is shalom.  The path of Torah leads you to shalom.  But what’s shalom?  Jerusalem!  So, ultimately the path of coming out of Egypt is to get to Jerusalem which is shalom which is a personal relationship with the Messiah on its deepest level and that He has manifested Himself to you and He’s revealed Himself to you and He’s living, abiding and dwelling with you.  But on that journey Jerusalem is analogous to Mount Zion.  Mount Sinai is a path to get to Jerusalem - Jerusalem being Mount Zion.  So what is the difference between Jerusalem and Mount Sinai?  At Mount Sinai the receivers received the Torah with the stony heart.  They break the covenant.  The receivers are unfaithful.  So because the Messiah is so loving; that if you’re willing to admit that you broke the covenant, He’s willing to forgive you of your sin.  He’s then willing to take you to Jerusalem and He’s willing to have a better covenant with you than what was at Mount Sinai because the better covenant is the Holy Spirit within us.  And we’re redeemed by His blood.  But Mount Zion is still – you keep the Torah.  In Isaiah chapter 2 it says in verses 2 and 3:

2
It will come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be 
established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all 
nations shall flow unto it.

3
And many people shall go and say, “Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we will walk 
in His paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem.

That’s speaking about Messianic times.  Do you know if you have a traditional Torah service that when you take the Torah out of the ark – when you have a traditional Torah service on the Sabbath – you say those words?  
Why do I say – out of Zion shall go forth the Torah?  Why do we recite in our Torah service that all of it’s paths are peace?  Because we’re begin reminded that the Torah journey is going to take us to the Messianic Era, to the Messiah ruling and reigning over us.  It’s going to take us to Mount Zion.  That’s what we’re supposed to be reminded of every week.  So really, if you follow Torah, if you keep Sabbath, you keep the festivals and if you do it correctly, Messiah is in the center of everything.  You should see Messiah in everything.  
It’s not getting your eyes focused on did I do the ritual correctly.  And you know what we’re focusing on in the movement?  Are you doing the ritual correctly and then somebody else finds another ritual that we’re not doing so they have to study that ritual and they now need to tell everyone else that their heathens because they learned a ritual that you didn’t and they are smarter than you and not only did they learn how to do it but they learned how to do it right.  They have to teach you how to do it their way.  But if you start believing in that commandment but you don’t do it their way then they still can’t fellowship with you because you’re not doing it right.  So is this the purpose of Torah and following Torah?  NO!  So we need to keep Torah and the Sabbath and the festivals – we need to keep it centered on the Messiah because it is all about Him.  It all teaches us about Him.  The journey is to get to Jerusalem – to get to Mount Zion.  So that’s why it says in Hebrews chapter 12; and this is what the writer of Hebrews is trying to say when it says for example – in Hebrews chapter 12 and verse 18:
18
For you have not come to the mount that might be touched, and that burned with 
fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest,

You’ve not come to that mount but because we don’t understand the journey of coming out of Egypt and where we’re to go; which is  Jerusalem - we’ve interpreted those words that we’re not to follow the Law.  No!  If you go back and understand that we are told that following the break in the covenant that He promised to renew the covenant and He’s promised to put His spirit within us and then that we would keep His commandments.  Actually He says that what we’ve not come unto – we’ve not come unto a place where we have a stony heart, where we are not faithful, where we don’t keep the commandments.  No.  But it says in verse 22:
22
But you are come unto Mount Zion, and to the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem,

So it’s telling us that we’ve come to the goal of coming out of Egypt which is Jerusalem.  You see, in coming out of Egypt we have a choice of going two places.  We can go to Rome or we can go to Jerusalem.  We need to come out of Egypt to go to Jerusalem.  

I basically verbalized what was on my slide show believe it or not.  So what I wanted to teach you and share with you in this message is to get you a perspective of the big picture.  That the coming out of Egypt is to go to Jerusalem and on the journey to Jerusalem we go to Mount Sinai.  Mount Sinai; the Torah was given and if you go to Jerusalem – out of Zion shall go for the the Torah.  The Torah is given at Mount Sinai.  If you go to Jerusalem, you have the Torah.  But Mount Sinai is the Torah written upon a heart of stone.  Mount Zion is the Torah written upon a heart of flesh.  So it isn’t an issue of whether we are to keep the Torah.  We are to keep the Torah if we believe in Yeshua because He said – if you love Me, keep my commandments.  So we’re not choosing whether we should keep the Torah or not.  That is a given.  What we want is we want to follow the Torah by believing in Yeshua, by having his indwelling Holy Spirit within us and have a deep and personal relationship with Yeshua the Messiah that brings us shalom.  That is what Shavuot is all about - teaching you about that journey, teaching you about that relationship.  I pray the message has been a blessing to you.  Shalom in Yeshua the Messiah.  Amen.
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